THEORETICAL GEOLOGY.                 283

agreement with them ; but the popular theory of
geology is utterly contradictious to and can not
be brought into harmony with the Mosaic Cos-
mogony by the wit of man. And since revealed
truth is demonstrably the most perfect and oldest
of the sciences, and geology demonstrably is
not, there can be no conflict on a scientific basis
between them; for our theoretical geology here
spoken of, is not only unscientific, but, as I have
shown, it is not in accordance with the principles
which regulate human belief.

Practical geology, however, is a different thing,
and all it needs is emancipation from these prepos-
terous speculations in order to drive from its~
platform all who confidently proclaim them to be
demonstrated principles of physical science, by
which they may successfully assail the system of
revealed truth, essential to the true moral culture
of man. Whilst I am ever ready to yield to them
all they are entitled to, on the score of mental ca-
pability and acquirement, I hold that because their
moral nature is uncultivated, such men as Spen-
cer, Huxley, Darwin, Tyndall, and Haeckel will
use their advantages not only for the advance-
ment of natural science, but for the unholy pur-
pose of making it the instrumentality of mis-
leading those who confide in them, and of plung-
ing their followers into the slough of infidelity
where they themselves are found. These gentle-
men and others of like mould are not to be trusted.
They are the advocates of such geological theo-
ries as are presented in the " Vestiges of Creation/'
for the confirmation of which they are fond of